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intellectual mistake; for, if curiosity is a Pegasus from which the historian
must never dismount, this winged steed is also one which he must never
allow himself to ride without a curb.

The scholar who permits his curiosity to run away with him is court-
ing the danger of condemning his creativity to be blighted; and this was
a danger to which Western scholars were peculiarly exposed by a Western
educational tradition in which the goal of education that was set before
the pupil's eyes by his masters was, not adult active life, but an examina-
tion. This institution, which had worked such havoc with Western
intellects during the last eight centuries of Western history, had pre-
sumably been introduced by the Early Medieval fathers of the Western
universities into the educational field from the theological; for the myth of
a Last Judgement had been part of the Christian Church's heritage from
the Osirian Church through the Zoroastrian,1 and, while the Egyptiac
fathers of the worship of Osiris had conceived of the Last Judgement as
an ethical test symbolized in a weighing of the departed soul's good and
bad deeds against one another in the scales of Osiris' balances, a Chris-
tian Church which had taken on board a top-heavy freight of Hellenic
philosophy2 had overlaid an Osirian ethical questionnaire in which the
query was 'Good or bad?' with an Aristotelian intellectual questionnaire
in which the query was 'True or false ?'

When this abomination of intellectualism, standing in the place where
it ought not,3 had thus been given dominion over Western secular
education as well as over Western Christian theology, the anxiety not to
be found wrong by a human examiner on matters of mundane fact had
come to weigh as heavily on the souls of apprentices in Western schools
of higher education as if the penalty for being caught out in an intellec-
tual mistake had been, not the mere refusal of a degree which was the
severest censure that a university could inflict in reality, but the awful
condemnation to eternal torment in Hell which, in Medieval and Early
Modern Western Christian belief, was the inexorable retribution for the
holding of unorthodox tenets in the sphere of theology.

In Western educational circles a fear of intellectual damnation that
had thus originally been inspired by an analogy taken from current
religious ideas had survived when, in a Late Modern chapter of Western
history, the belief that eternal damnation after death was the penalty
for theological error had gradually ceased to haunt Western minds
and oppress Western spirits. As, in the course of this age, the quantity
of mundane information at the disposal of Western examiners for use
as ammunition in their intellectual warfare with Western examinees
came to increase by geometrical progression, Western educational
examinations came to be the nightmare that Western theological
inquisitions had once been; and the worst of their effects was the
posthumous one; for even an alumnus who had passed with honoturs
all the ordeals that his alma mater had known how to inflict
him was apt to emerge from his education haunted by an
subconscious fear of being weighed in an imaginary future
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